FESTIVE OPENING NOORDERPARK BRIDGE
03-09-2017

On Sunday 03 Sep 2017, was the festive opening of West 8's new bridge of Noorderpark. The 150m long bridge is the first of two bridges to
connect the Volewijkspark with the Florapark, combining both into one Noorderpark. It also provides for a direct bicycle connection between
the Vliegenbos and the Noorderparkbad swimming pool, thus linking the eastern and western parts of Amsterdam Noord.
The main parts of the bridge were prefabricated in parts early this year in North Holland. In July, these parts were shipped to location and lifted into
place by crane on a floating pontoon. The biggest challenge in this respect was the placement of the 34m long bridge section spanning across the
Noordhollandsch Kanaal. The figurative form of the bearers characterizes the bridge design by West 8. They have already been nicknamed the ballet
dancers, because of their ornate form.
The official opening of the bridge yesterday at noon also marked the opening of Noorderpark Festival this year. This is an annual cultural festival
organized by resident groups in the surrounding areas in Amsterdam-Noord, to celebrate cultural diversity and an inclusive society. Events started
with a festive parade with decorated bikes, skateboarders and cyclists departing from the Noorderparkbad. The party slowly progressed along the
new pathway onto the new bridge where a large audience had gathered. Coby van Berkum, District Chairman of the Municipality of AmsterdamNoord, officially opened the bridge and this ceremony was followed by an opera piece by opera singer Lotte Bovi, who performed, on a ‘floating
dress’ on the Noordhollandsch Kanaal, under the bridge. The Noorderpark was filled with festive programs, including circus, music, workshops, popup food trucks, relaxation and partying.

West 8’s intention to create the new central park in Amsterdam-North, that serves as leisure and meeting place for residents of Amsterdam at large,
has come to vibrant fruition this Sunday.
In its competition winning entry in 2003, West 8 proposed to link three separate park areas, which were separated from each other by a main road &
railway, and a wide canal. The purpose is to form a cohesive green zone in Amsterdam-North: the Noorderpark. After winning the design
competition, West 8 has realized the refurbishment of the Volewijk Oost part of the Park. This included a large section of park, a shallow pool area, a
gate structure, two viaducts across the main road & rail line and an additional bicycle route, also crossing the road. In 2015 the Noorderparkbad
(award winning public swimming pool by Architecten Cie) in the Flora Park side of the Noorderpark was completed.
Now, after 14 years of development, with the completion of one of the two new bridges across the Noordhollandsch Kanaal and 2 viaducts already in
use, the new central park track, loops in an almost complete cohesive link. With the municipality of Amsterdam, West 8 will continue to work towards
the implementation of other parts of the park.
more information: Noorderpark Amsterdam
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